
 

 

 

ñWhat is the kingdom of God like?  And to what shall I com-
pare it?  It is like a mustard seed which a man took and 
sowed in his garden; and it grew and became a tree, and the 
birds of the air made nests in its branches.ò  Luke 13: 18-19 
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PARISH FESTIVAL 
 

Itôs the BIGGEST parish event of the year and the BEST way to spend 

your last day of summer vacation with family and friends.  Join the fun 

and have a BLAST all day on Sunday, August 21st. 

  

The KEY to SUCCESS is YOU! 

 

Volunteer with your family, 

friends, & neighbors. 
 

Work Earlyéhusk corn, set up 

booths, sell donuts after Mass, 

decorate dining room tables with 

fresh flowers, or slice up tomatoes 

& homemade desserts. 
 

Work Middayéflip burgers, serve Kalmesô chicken, park cars, or spin a 

game wheel. 
 

Work Lateémove silent auction items, 

take down tents & tables, and clean up 

outdoor booths and the kitchen.  
 

Thereôs a time slot for everyone so donôt 

forget to sign up in back of church or 

call the office at 556-7511.   
 

Did You Know?  It takes almost 200 

people just to operate the Silent Auction 

and Kiddie Land?  Be part of the fun and sign up TODAY! 
 

You have to play to WIN so purchase your car raffle tickets and be ready 

to take home a new, American-made Nissan Sentra!  Stick around for 

the grand finale when Fr. Hauer draws the winning ticket at 7:30 pm.    
 

DonationséItôs not too late to turn in meat money, buy ride bracelets, 

donate movie passes to the entertainment wheel, donate snacks, and con-

sider giving a country store or silent auction item.  Remember, Resurrec-

tion purchases a wine & beer license just for the day of the festival so that 

means beer & wine baskets are wonderful donation items as long as 

they are purchased in Iowa and the receipt accompanies the donation. 
 

Join us for the last day of summer 

vacation on the best family fun-

filled Sunday of the year!   
             

 The Dodds & Schaefers 

 Festival Co-chairs 
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A GOOD TIME IS GUARANTEED! 
Deacon Tim LoBianco 

  

     I recently began my fourth year at Resurrection 

Parish as deacon and pastoral associate.  One of the 

most exciting experiences Iôve had over the last 

three years here is our annual parish festival.  I am 

amazed at how the nearly 1,000 parishioners offer 

their time and talent to make each festival not only a 

successful, fun-filled event, but also a community-

building occurrence.   

     The annual festival highlights the Stewardship efforts of our parish.  

For months prior to the festival I watch numerous of our parishioners 

gather in the parish office to plan for the big day.  I am amazed and de-

lighted to witness how so many commit themselves whole-heartedly to 

this event. 

     Unfortunately, many parishes and other communities have experi-

enced either down-sizing their festival efforts, or eliminating festivals 

altogether.  But the festival is not just an annual event to ñraise money.ò  

More importantly, gatherings like our parish festival are meant to cele-

brate the presence of Christ within our community of faith, and to share 

that celebration of life with the extended community outside our parish 

boundaries. 

     I hope everyone is marking their calendar for Sunday, August 21.  I 

guarantee a good time for all.   

 

 

Nicholas McMahon 
Colin James Nelson 
Jake Nolan Nevins 
Brady David Potts 
Treyton Schaber 
Morgan Schaul 
Devin James Schwarz 
Sophia Jane Sutter 
Jillian Kay Thielen 
Devin Joseph Tigges 
Ellie Timmerman 
Luke Michael Tressel 
Jaime Catherine Weidemann 
David J. Weis III 

Emma Christine Bastian 
Emma Rose Brooner 
Olivia Burke 
Emma Sydney Dietz 
Michael Duax 
Ahna Jaclyn Duggan 
Riley Ann Dupont 
Allison Ehlinger 
Austin Hancock 
Luke B. Heying 
Rachel Holdridge 
Emma Marie Holt 
Cooper Kay 
Lily Lenhart 
Robert T. Ludescher 

CORRECTION: FIRST COMMUNICANTS 
We deeply regret that some names of First Communicants were omitted from 
the last Mustard Seed.  Please be assured that this was purely an oversight, 
and that all the parish records are correct.  Our sincere apologies for this error. 
 

 Resurrection Parish congratulates these Communicants: 
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WELCOME TO new staff members!  
Francine Quillin, PBVM 

 

     If you grew up in a small rural town, you would know Father 
Gary Mayerõs vocation story even before he shared it.  It is the 
story of the typically strong faith community, of parents passing 
on that faith through living it, of proximity to the church and to 
the priests and sisters in the parish, and of simple living that 
focuses on church and family.  It is also, of course, the story of 
service to the church, both among children and adults, of re-
ceptivity to the influence of those around, and especially of par-
ents who actively nurture vocations by living their faith. 
 
     Not unlike our own present fourth graders, Gary started 
serving Mass at that age and, because most of the parishioners 
lived in the country, he, a ñtownerò was conveniently close to 

church and thus often called upon to serve.  By the time he was in 8th grade, he was so 
experienced that he was training the new servers (take note, Mrs. Patch!).  Being so 
ñcloseò to liturgy, having the priest talk in the sacristy about his day and what he would 
be doing, all of this planted in Gary a desire for priesthood. 
 
     But, as is often the case, high school brought new thoughts.  In 8th grade, Gary 
started playing the organ and piano for Mass, so he was rarely a server from then on 
and, of course, the organ was a long way from the sacristy, so even ñordinaryò visits with 
the priests became more rare.  Besides, in high school Gary developed a new passion:  
teaching.  A member of the Big Brother Program, his primary responsibility was as a 
teacherôs assistant in the classroom, and he absolutely loved it.  He determined then that 
he would be a teacher. 
 
     So on to college he went, minoring in educational technology at Iowa State, because 
that seemed like a practical area in which to teach:  the future was moving in that direc-
tion.  Another curve in the road:  he became an assistant DRE in the Religious Education 
Program at St. Thomas Aquinas, the university parish in Ames.  He did just about every-
thing--writing out lesson plans, teaching as needed, organizing.  But he began to think:  
Yes, teaching is great, but thereôs more I could be doing. 
 
     Then he became a part of the priesthood discernment group at the University.  At the 
same time he was picking up on his Big Brother experiences from high school, and in 
that capacity was part of America Reads in the Ames Public School.  He began to notice 
a difference:  you canôt teach or express a faith dimension in the public school system.  
So priesthood discernment became an every-day reality.  Then the frosting appeared:  
Fr. Ev Hemann, chaplain at the university, gave Gary the Breviary (priestôs daily prayer 
book of psalms) of Msgr. Supple, a legend at Iowa State, who had just died.  This gift 
was a catalyst.  Gary used it every day for prayer, talked more with the priests at the U 
and with a counselor there, and finally one of them said to him:  ñYouôre trying to do it 
(priestly ministry) without doing it!  So now just do it!ò 
 
     So Gary came East to the ñCity of Crooked Streets,ò as he describes Dubuque, and at 
Vianney House where pre-seminarians live, he met Steve Garner!  After more than a 
year they parted for different seminaries, but they have maintained their friendship over 
the years, and now are also linked by mutual parish experiences.  Gary and Noah Diehm 
share common experiences from St. Meinrad Seminary. 
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     Father Mayer, son of Rick and Chris, was preceded in the priesthood by more than 
20 priests from Stacyville, and several women were also called to religious life from that 
small parish.  Father has a younger brother, Brad, married to Courtney.  They live in St. 
Ansgar IA. 
 
     Father Mayer enjoys playing piano, organ, cards, and tennis, which makes him quite 
versatile, since each of those requires different skills!  And it is immediately evident to 
the observer that Father Mayer loves people.  He amplifies that by saying that he loves 
being with people ñat all times in their lives,ò in sacramental celebrations and in the ordi-
nary ups and downs of life.  He values helping people to ñsee God in different ways.ò  So 
he appreciates the people of Resurrection who exhibit to him an ñactive searching to 
grow,ò in addition to great hospitality. 
 
     Resurrection welcomes Father Mayer with open hearts.  We look forward to learning 
from you and with you. 
 

 
 One thing you would recognize pretty quickly about Sara 
Mumm is that she is a faith-filled woman.  It is evident in her 
enthusiasm for passing on the faith to students in religious 
education.  It is demonstrated in the way she views God as 
directing her own life.  It is revealed by her very joyful pres-
ence, a quality which Teilhard de Chardin, S.J., is credited 
with describing thusly:  ñJoy is the sign of Godôs presence 
within us.ò 
 
     Sara comes well qualified to be a DRE at Resurrection.  
Most recently she held this position at Holy Mother of Conso-
lation Church in Oregon WI, where both the parish and the 

religious education program were comparable in size to Resurrection.  Prior to that, she 
taught in both elementary and high schools, teaching middle school religion in one of the 
Catholic schools.  She has also had experience in various office positions.  Active in 
sports in both high school and college, Sara has frequently coached various sports, and 
both participation in and spectator sports comprise one of her spare-time interests. 
 
     Sara graduated from the University of Wisconsin Platteville, where she met her hus-
band Ben, to whom she has been married for four years.  Sara and Ben are now expect-
ing twins, their first children.  Ben is from Lancaster, and Sara grew up in Silver Lake WI.  
Her family (Sara has one younger sister) did a lot of traveling, so that remains another of 
her enjoyments.  She values spending time with family and friends, and she likes to 
read, appreciating a variety of books. 
 
     Described as an ñexperienced and effective leader,ò Sara has designed curricula, one 
for a religious education program, and she employs both a ñhands onò and a collabora-
tive approach to her work. 
 
     But perhaps the most important thing is Saraôs passion for faith formation.  ñIt is excit-
ing to share the love of God with kids and to let them actually experience it,ò she com-
mented. 
 
     Resurrection welcomes you, Sara, and we look forward to your help in forming our 
youth to be ñexcitedò about God. 
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A quiet stewardship  
Francine Quillin, PBVM 

    

 Every time you receive Communion, you see the Communion Minis-

ters wipe the edge of the Communion cup with a small white cloth called 

a Purificator, and after Communion, you see the priest and deacon 

ñpurifyingò these cups (absorbing any remaining consecrated wine by 

pouring a bit of water into the cup and drinking it), again using a Purifi-

cator to completely absorb any remaining drops. 

 

     But did you ever stop to think 

how it happens that we have fresh, 

clean Purificators at each of our 

several Masses?  Or how we always 

have clean hand towels for the 

priestôs symbolic washing of hands 

during Mass?  Or how the altar cloth is cared for so that it stays fresh and 

clean? 

 

     It ñhappensò because of Stewardship, the giving over of time and tal-

ent to the needs of the parish out of gratitude for what God gives to each 

of us.  Sometimes when we visit an elderly woman at the hospital, she 

will comment that she helped with the sacristy laundry ñfor many, many 

years.ò  Or, when we help families plan a funeral for their mother, they 

will often tell us that she also did this, again, ñfor many years.ò 

 

     Thatôs the thing about these women:  they are faithful and long-

serving.  And they are good at what they do!  The proof of that is in what 

you see each time you go to Mass.  It is not a small task:  as an additional 

safeguard for the consecrated wine, purificators must be rinsed separately 

before they can be put into the washing machine.  Then, of course, there 

is the ironing and precise folding of each Purificator into three and then 

into half.  But done with love and in the spirit of giving 

thanks, this becomes gift rather than labor. 

 

     In addition to laundry, the women do several ñodd 

jobsò when they come to pick up the laundry, like 

clearing candle holders of spilled wax, cleaning the 

Holy Water Fonts, cleaning the candle snuffers, laun-

dering server albs and priestsô albs as neededéthey 

are truly ñServants of the Altar.ò 

 

     Who are these women who work always behind the scenes, coming 

into an empty church during the day to collect the laundry and returning 

it at the same kind of unnoticeable hour?  They are women who sign on 

the Time and Talent form that they will perform this service.  They are 

each scheduled about three times a year, each time for two weeks. 

 
Contd. On Pg. 11 
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Come and Join Us òMingaó! 
 

Tim and Mary Moothart 

      

     Tim and Mary Moothart are traveling to Quito Ecuador, November 5-

13th for their second trip to The Working Boys Center (Centro del 

Muchacho Trabajador) to participate in what is called a ñMinga,ò and 

they invite you to join them. 
 

     A Minga is a gathering of citizens who complete tasks to benefit the 

community. Mingas have existed in Ecuador for several centuries. Every-

one fulfils his or her obligation to the community by working for the 

common good. Our specific tasks for this Minga will be determined by 

the centerôs needs at the time but could include painting, small repairs, 

help with homework, or teaching English.  Those with specific skill sets 

may provide medical and dental services. 
 

     This service opportunity is the outcome of a yearlong process of the 

Resurrection Social Justice Committee to identify programs that parish 

members interested in international service opportunities could support.  

This trip offers travelers the natural beauty of the Andes mountains, the 

large capital city of Quito, and quaint small towns with colorful markets. 

On the flip side, weôll experience third world poverty.  Youôll meet fami-

lies living on $2 per day, an experience you donôt get with a travel 

agency tour.  More importantly, youôll gain insight into The Working 

Boys Center which offers those poor, who are willing to work for it, the 

hope and opportunity to escape their poverty and begin productive and 

satisfying lives.  
 

     The Working Boys Center (WBC) was started by Father Halligan, 

S.J., to serve Quitoôs "shoeshine boys" who couldnôt attend school since 

they had to earn money to help their families meet basic needs.  Later, 

Father and a Dubuque BVM sister who joined him decided that to break 

the cycle of generational poverty and make fundamental values stick, 

they needed the engagement of the entire family, not just the boys.  To-

day the Working Boys Center provides food, education, child care, hous-

ing, and education for 

thousands of children, 

men, and women in the 

city of Quito.  It pro-

vides a ñHand Up, not a 

Hand Outò for families 

who in turn help other 

families make the 

change.  
 

 The founders of the 

WBC have proven that 

education, hard work,  

Contd. On Pg. 8 
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and faith can change lives.  WBC aims at changing attitudes and behav-

ior, based on formation and self-help, surrounding ten important areas of 

life:  Loyalty, Personal Formation, Family, Religion, Health, Education, 

Economy, Work, Recreation, and Housing. 
 

 Every member of the family works, goes to school, is raised in the 

faith, and is taught basic values.  The Working Boys Centerôs unique pro-

gram motivates families to become agents of their own prosperity.  All 

Center families participate in education, weekly sessions aimed at 

strengthening values, voluntary community service, Mass, and religious 

education.  Saving and budgeting are taught and monitored for children 

and their parents.  Center graduates can apply for start-up loans for small 

businesses. 

 

 Despite immense poverty, Fr. Halligan believes the people of Latin 

America can build successful lives for themselves through education and 

hard work.  He disapproves of those who leave their homeland, abandon-

ing their families to find work up north.  Halligan recognizes the prob-

lems but insists that emigration is no solution. 
 

 The results of over 45 years of work are that over 5,000 families 

(25,000 persons) that have graduated from the programs have left poverty 

behind, and now contribute to society as free, active, and dedicated per-

sons.  4,000 people have achieved professional licenses as auto mechan-

ics, carpenters, industrial mechanics, bakers, cosmetologists, plumbers, 

and professional seamstresses. 
 

 "It can be turned around.  The whole show can be turned around,"  Fr. 

Halligan emphatically states.  After 40 years of working with Quito's 

shoeshine boys, Halligan knows he won't save them all.  But that doesn't 

stop him from trying.  He pauses, looks around the crowded lunchroom, 

and smiles.  "We know there are over five thousand families we've 

changed," he says.  "Theyôll never be poor again."  Become a part of the 

hope for the poorest children of Quito.  Help make a future for them, free 

of poverty and hopelessness. 
 

 To learn more about this Minga trip, join Tim and Mary for an infor-

mation meeting on Monday, August 22nd  at 7 p.m. in the Upper Room at 

Resurrection.  We will discuss travel options, accommodation, food, esti-

mated expenses, and answer your questions. Wouldnôt you like to be part 

of this Minga? 

Contd. From  Pg. 7 
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SOUTHERN EXPOSURE 
Francine Quillin, PBVM 

 

     After a blessing from Father Garner for safe travel and productive work, they 

took off, the seven volunteers heading South for the annual work week in the 

EXCEL program in Okolona MS.  The EXCEL program was begun by the 

Franciscan Sisters as an after-school program.  It eventually expanded to the 

summer, and Resurrection has been sending willing parishioners to minister in 

this small town for the past 17 years.  For some years Jean Ann Meyer, PBVM, 

former teacher at Resurrection, has been a permanent staff member at EXCEL. 
 

     The summer EXCEL program offers elementary students the opportunity to 

keep alive their skills learned during the school year by amplifying the learning 

and adding other activities to prepare them for the next year.  It runs through the 

summer, allowing two weeks ñoffò on either side of the school yearôs closing 

and re-opening.  The youth come from 8:00 in the morning until 2:30 in the af-

ternoon.  During their week there, Resurrection volunteers assist the regular 

teachers and offer some additional opportunities to the students. 
 

     Since 1995 Ellen Patch has been organizing these trips, doing all that is re-

quired for such a venture:  arranging dates, solic-

iting volunteers, obtaining financial help for the 

trip, securing transportation, collecting items 

from Res parishioners to be sold in the Second 

Hand Store run by the sisters in Okolona to assist 

their program, and many other details. 
 

     This year Ellenôs fellow travelers included 

Jeff and Maddy Johll, Betty Weiland, Katherine Mockler, Sue VanDeCasteele, 

and Marie Barth, PBVM.  Betty and Maddy forti-

fied students and teachers each day by cooking a 

nutritious noon luncheon.  Sister Marie expanded 

horizons by teaching art, while Sue and Kathryn 

assisted the regular teachers, helping younger and 

middle grade children respectively with reading and 

math skills.  Jeff had the unique opportunity of pair-

ing with a teacher who discussed a novel with the 

older grades.  Jeff amplified their book experience by teaching them about 

World War II, which was connected to the book.  Ellen brought laptops with her 

and thus was able to teach some technology skills to the youth. 

 
     Why do they do it?  Ellen has been moved by a 

student who, at the end of Ellenôs very first year 

there, asked her if she would please come back.  

Not only has she done so every year, but this year 

she taught the child of that first student!  Maddy 

Johll, in her third year, says she goes back because 

she loves the kids and the atmosphere, the people 

she meets and the opportunity to get to know the 

Res group well.  Her father tells her ñover and 

over,ò Maddy says, how much he loves having her 

go with them!  Maddy thinks ñSister Liz and Sister Jean Ann are amazing!ò  

Kathryn Mockler was so impressed she would now like to spend the whole five 

weeks working in the EXCEL program! 
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PandaMania  

Vacation Bible School 

2011  

July 11th- July 15th  

9:00am-Noon 
 

Sara Mumm 

Religious Education Coordinator 
 

  A special thanks to all those who attended PandaMania 

2011!  Everyone had a lot of fun and learned that God is truly 

Wild about them!  We had around 90 children participate in the 

program this year.  The program connected kids to God and 

gave them opportunities to share Godôs love with others.  Each 

day focused on a different bible story and bible point which all 

connected to the theme:  ñGod is Wild About You!ò  During 

the week-long adventure, children were connected to God 

through music, dancing, snacks, crafts, bible adventures, chad-

derôs theater, and games.   Fr. Gary, Fr. Hauer, and Deacon Tim 

even showed off their dance moves on the stage! 

 A great staff of adults and teens helped make this event a 

success--and you all did an outstanding job!  An extra hand to 

VBS coordinator Nicki Frommelt for a great job on organizing 

this fabulous event. 
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     The current volunteers include Irma Pfiffner, Pam  

Charland, Betty Speirs, Sheila Harjehausen, Sharon 

Hauber, Suzanne Blum, Aggie Esser, Dutch Miller, 

Paula Friedman, and Mary Ann Barton. 

 

     Special notice might be taken of Mary Ann Barton, 

who has been involved in this service literally ñfor years 

and years,ò at least since the late 1970s.  She functions 

as Chair of the group, making all the contacts, doing the 

scheduling, updating the directions for the work, and 

generally seeing that everything gets done correctly and on time, and ba-

sically being the ñGo-Toò person for this ministry.  She does this in addi-

tion to many other services in the parish, like bringing food for Funeral 

dinners, helping with the Festival, helping with varied projects such as 

the Census and Habitat.  All of this is on top of a full-time position as a 

Social Worker. 

 

     If more people would sign for this 

ministry on the Time and Talent form, 

everyone could be scheduled even less 

often during the year.  And new people 

could be trained.  Wouldnôt that be a 

great form of Stewardship!  Think 

about it! 

 

     And the next time you go to Mass, perhaps you could take special 

note of all the things that have been done behind the scenes to prepare for 

liturgy, and offer a prayer of thanksgiving for the stewardship of the 

many people involved.  We all benefit from their ministry. 

 

 

St. Philomena Endowment Fund  
 

Resurrection continues to accept contributions to St. 
Philomena Endowment Fund.  The combined gifts to 
the St. Philomena Endowment Fund, either donated 
directly to Resurrection or donated on Resurrectionôs 
behalf at the Greater Dubuque Community Foundation 

are, as of June 30, 2011: 
 

Contributions       $ 77,203.88 
Gain/Loss on Investments to-date     $ 15,951.81 
Disbursements from Dub Community Foundation   $  (3,700.00) 
Fees Incurred to-date at Dub Community Foundation   $  (3,407.92) 
SPEF Balance at Arch Deposit & Loan and CF   $ 86,047.77 
        ========= 
 

If you have any questions about the Endowment Fund, or how you can make a donation 
that will have an impact for years to come please contact Fr. Hauer.  Thank you to those 
individuals who have already given so generously to your faith family, Resurrection. 

Contd. From  Pg. 6 
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The Youth Ministry Version of ñLife on the Rezò 
Laurie Ready, Youth Ministry 

 

  It all began with an idea to take a group of high youth and adults to our part-
ner parish St. Ignatius in Wanblee SD for our summer mission trip.  I contacted Gwen Nilles, and 
the process began.  I had no idea what we would do or where we would stay but I had faith that it 
would be a great experience.  15 students and 6 adults signed up to participate.   
 
 Gwen gave me Fr. Rickôs email address, and the plan started to take shape.  I found 
out that we could stay at Crazy Horse School, complete with use of the showers, pool, and a re-
frigerator for our food.  We had to bring all of our own food because, although there is a little Mart 
in town, we werenôt exactly sure what they had available.   
 
 The week before the trip I called the school to be sure they were ready for us.  The 
principal, with whom I had made all the arrangements, was no longer employed there.  So, I was 
put through to Gina, the temporary replacement.  Luckily she knew we were coming.  So, on Fri-
day night, June 17th, we packed up the four vehicles, and at 6:30 AM the next morning, we gath-
ered in the Resurrection parking lot for a blessing before heading off to Wanblee. 

Front:  Maddie Gehling, Sarah Huettner, Clare Huettner, Abbie Fangman, Brie Nadermann, Molly 

Zmudka, Amy Mussehl, and Anna Ward.  Second Row:  Marion Huettner, Elizabeth Wareham, 

James Ottavi, Andrew Olson, Connor Norby, Sarah Benko, Amy Thor, and Brenda Norby.  Third 

Row:  Laurie Ready, Mark Huettner, John Mockler, Brian Mockler, and Joel Gehling. 

 
 The 12-hour trip included several 
stops, good food, and plenty of laughter.  We 
were off to a good start.  When we arrived, at 
Crazy Horse School, the staff let us in and 
allowed us to use the kitchen, and pretty 
much any part of the school we wanted ex-
cept the pool, which was broken, and the 
showers that didnôt work well.  What, no 
showers? That wasnôt part of the plan!  After 
much discussion, they showed me how to 
turn on the water each day so we could use 
the very hot showers.  Iôve never had to worry 
about too hot of a shower on a mission trip 
before!  We moved in our gear and headed 
off to Kyle for the Pow Wow.   
 
 A Pow Wow is basically a dance 
and costume competition for the Lakota Indi-
ans.  The music is provided with drums.  Sev-


