
 

ñWhat is the kingdom of God like?  And to what shall I compare it?  
It is like a mustard seed which a man took and sowed in his garden; 
and it grew and became a tree, and the birds of the air made nests in 
its branches.ò       [Luke 13: 18-19] 
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Advent: The New Beginning 
 

 Each year we celebrate a variety of new beginnings and endings with the 
calendar year, a fiscal year, the new year that begins with a birthday. As we begin 
Advent we celebrate the beginning of a new liturgical year. Advent is a time of antici-
pation, not just for the celebration of Christmas but also for new life in Christ. We 
believe that in Christ, God has touched the earth. He is Emmanuel (God-with-us) 
who took human flesh and lived life on earth with us, among us and for us. On the 
First Sunday of Advent, we hear the prophet Jeremiah give expression to the call for 
us to surrender our lives to God: You, O Lord, are the potter and we are the clay; we 
are all the work of your hands. We do not belong to ourselves, but we belong to God. 
God kneads and shapes and refines us. 
 

 By the Second Sunday of Advent we are introduced to John the Baptist. 
John took the call to be prepared to a new level. Johnôs entire ministry was devoted 
to preparing the way for Christ. By his words, his wardrobe, and his witness, John is 
a living lesson in being prepared. His call asks us to consider our own level of prepar-
edness for the God who comes. 
 

 By the Third Sunday we are called to joy.  Happiness is a temporary re-
sponse to circumstances in our lives. Joy is a deeper awareness of the presence of 
God. It is joy that keeps us near to God even in the midst of turmoil, sickness, grief, 
and fear. True joy keeps us peaceful in the midst of strife because it is an assurance 
that God is near. In the gospel we hear that John the Baptist is a witness to the light 
that is Christ. Jesus dispelled the darkness of the human condition and empowered 
us to find our joy in God. 
 

 As Christmas draws near, we are reminded that God is not simply found in 
the temple or in churches, but that God is found where Christians gather in the as-
sembly of Godôs people. To meet God and to experience Godôs presence, Christians 
assemble to meet one another. The baptized now house the Spirit of God; we are, in 
effect, Godôs temple. We approach Christmas reminded that once long ago, God 
became flesh in the womb of the Virgin Mary; we are now the crèche where God 
chooses to be present to a needy world. 
      Father Joe Hauer, Pastor 
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WHERE ARE YOU, JESUS?  
Deacon Tim LoBianco 

  

 As Advent begins we read in Holy Scripture that no one knows 

the day or the hour of the Lordôs return, but we can't be asleep.  We must 

stay awake!  The Prophet Isaiah proclaims there will be a time when the 

lion and the lamb will lie down together, when we will beat our swords 

into plowshares, and we will not wage war any more.  But, it has been 

over 2,000 years since Jesus arrived for the first time on earth, and still 

today violence continues.  Sometimes we cry out in prayer:  ñWhere are 

you, Jesus?ò 

 Yet, God rarely comes in the way that we predict.  Who antici-

pated that a teenaged single mother would bear God?  Who expected that 

those kicks in her womb would incite her to dream of a day when the 

lowly would be lifted up and the hungry would be filled? 

 In a recent article I read about Advent from author Carol Merritt, I 

found these challenging words:  ñPerhaps now, a couple thousand years 

later, we will never know the reign of God that is in and among us, until 

we wake up and become attuned to those promises of peace and justice, 

until we can become alert to those things that are going on around us that 

remind us of God's presence, until we walk away from the cynicism and 

despair that can sedate us and become busy, working for a world where 

the downtrodden will be buoyed and the ravaged will be made whole.ò 

 Where is God kicking about in and among us?  Where have we 

seen these great promises taking place in our life and work? 

***********************************************************  

COMING SOON:  ñAWAKENING FAITHò 

Coming in the season of Lent 2012, our parish will once 

again offer a special program called Awakening Faith.  

This successful program can benefit particularly those 

who may have been away from the Church for some 

time and may now have a desire to reconnect more 

deeply with the Catholic Faith. 

Awakening Faith is a simple process involving six sessions on 

basic elements of our Catholic faith, with opportunities for conversation 

and sharing.  The sessions will help us explore our faith life, who Jesus 

is, how the Church helps us to live in Christ, how the Mass might engage 

us more, and how we celebrate Eucharist and Reconciliation today.  

Ash Wednesday is on February 22, 2012.  The Awakening Faith 

sessions will begin on the following Saturday morning, February 25, 

2012, from 9:00ï10:30 a.m.  All of the sessions will be at this time, and 

will be held in a confidential and comfortable environment in the Resur-

rection Parish Upper Room.   

Now is a good time, especially during the Advent and Christmas 

seasons, to approach family members or friends who may have a desire to 

reconnect once again with their Catholic faith.  If you would like more 

information, please give Deacon Tim LoBianco a call at the Resurrection 

Parish office, 556-7511.   
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WANTED:  VOLUNTEERS TO SAVE LIVES  
Gina Moran 

The Health Ministry Team 
 

 Have you ever wondered what it would be like to become a hero by 

saving a life?  Wonder no more, because the health ministry team is providing 

that opportunity for you! One out of 5 to 10 patients entering the hospital needs 

blood.  Sharee Hoegerl of the Mississippi Valley Regional Blood Center reports 

that 5,150 units of blood products were transfused at Dubuqueôs Finley and 

Mercy hospitals last year.  The number one underlying diagnosis for need of 

blood is cancer.  In fact, 19% of blood transfusions in our region go to patients 

with cancer.  Very closely following this group are patients with heart disease, 

who receive 16% of blood transfusions. Additional recipients include patients 

with gastrointestinal bleeding, injuries, other chronic disease, operative blood 

losses, and obstetrical blood losses. 
 

 As a parish service project for our community, the Health Ministry 

Team is hosting a blood drive on Thursday, December 1, 2011, from 1:30 to 

6:30 at the church, and we need your help!  Who can donate?  Almost anyone 

who is at least 17 years old (16 with signed parental consent) and weighs at 

least 110 pounds, who has not donated blood in the last 56 days. 
 

 Common misperceptions are that those with a history of cancer cannot 

donate, and that diabetes and high blood pressure are exclusions to becoming a 

donor.  The fact is that most people with history of cancer are free to donate if 

they have been free of cancer for one year.  Those with a history of non-

melanoma skin cancer can donate as soon as their surgical wound has healed.  

Diabetics, even those requiring insulin, are eligible to donate blood, as are peo-

ple with high blood pressure controlled with medication.  The use of most medi-

cations will not exclude a potential blood donor.  It takes about 10-15 minutes 

for the donation itself, with the entire process taking less than one hour.  Your 

blood will then be separated into the individual components of red blood cells, 

platelets, and plasma, with one donor providing blood products for as many as 

three patients in need! 
 

 The need for blood is present daily.  With a limited shelf life of five 

days for platelets and 42 days for red blood cells, blood cannot be stockpiled.  

The need can only be met by ongoing donations. 
 

 The Health Ministry Team will be scheduling ahead of time for the 

blood drive, though walk-in donors will certainly be welcome.  Please consider 

participating in this community service project with your fellow parishioners.  

Less that one hour of your time could help save 3 lives, and earn you the title of 

ñlife-saver!ò 
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A WELL -DESERVED ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  

Francine Quillin, PBVM 

 

 Many people serve Resurrection Parish in a variety of ways.  Their 

stewardship marks the parish as an energetic and vibrant community. 

  

 Quietly and behind the scenes for many years, one couple has been 

outstanding in sharing their time and talent with the parish.  Because of 

this, Virgil and Joan Blocker, at the recommendation of Father Hauer, 

each received the Benemerenti Medal from Pope Benedict XVI.  The 

medal was presented by Archbishop Hanus on 19 June 2011 when he 

came to Resurrection to dedicate the new altar. 

 

THE MEDAL  

 

 One of three permanent Papal 

Distinctions, this medal was initiated 

to honor Benemerenti, ñdeserving 

persons.ò  The word Benemenerti is 

engraved on the medal, which is in-

tended to be worn over the chest, 

held by a ribbon of the papal colors, 

gold and white.  Surrounding the 

word is a crown of oak leaves.  The 

oak was considered a ñcosmic store-

house of wisdom embodied within 

its towering strength,ò according to 

ancient beliefs.  Wearing oak leaves 

was a sign of special status among the early Greeks and Romans, who 

believed that the oak was to be honored for its endurance and noble pres-

ence. 

 

 Accompanying the medal is a small pin (upper left corner of the 

above photo) which can be worn on less formal occasions. 

 

 This description of the medal explains the reason it has been awarded 

to the Blockers who have, indeed, been an ñenduring and noble presenceò 

in the city of Dubuque, at Loras College, and in Resurrection Parish. 

 

VIRGIL  

 

 In 1968 Virgil began his service at Loras College as the Accountant/

Manager of the Business Office.  In 1983 he was appointed Vice-

President for Business Affairs, and in 1987, the Vice-President for Ad-

ministrative Services.  Virgil became the Director of Purchasing and 

General Services from 1989 to his retirement in 1996. 
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 Virgil has served on 

several Dubuque city 

commissions, and has 

fulfilled other appoint-

ments made by the city 

over the years. 

 

 But in the parish, he 

and Joan have held nu-

merous positions and 

have served in various 

ways.  Virgil was 

elected secretary of the 

first Parish Council at 

Resurrection.  He later 

became the chair of the 

first Parish Finance 

Council, and he was a 

long-time member of both these groups, as well as of the Parish Festival 

Advisory Committee, the Parish Stewardship Committee, and the Build-

ing and Grounds Committee.  He has twice served as a Lay Director 

(Trustee) of the parish. 

 

 Virgil was a member of the Capital Campaign Committee for build-

ing the new church, and he and Joan co-chaired the Committee to Plan 

the Dedication of the Church.   

 

 Later Virgil was a committee member for the Capital Campaign for 

the Renovation of the Church.  Additionally, he served as the General 

Chair for an archdiocesan-sponsored fund drive for the Archdiocesan 

Priest Retirement Fund. 
 

 Joan and Virgil were active in the Parish Census of 2004, and have 

been members of the Welcome Committee for New Parishioners.  As an 

individual parishioner (i.e., not as part of a committee), Virgil was very 

active in the Parish Habitat Build, and has donated his time and talents to 

the parish as a gardener, carpenter, painter, and general repairman. 

 

 As could be easily concluded from the positions he has held, Virgil 

Blocker is, above all else, a man of integrity.  He is also a man of great 

faith, who has been active in the liturgical ministries of the parish, serv-

ing as a Reader, an Usher, a Greeter, an Extraordinary Minister of Com-

munion, a member of the Parish Prayer Committee, and of the 31 Club 

for Vocations. 

 

JOAN 

 

 Joan became the first full-time secretary for Resurrection School.  

But she was always far more than that title implies.  She was so present  
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Called to Serve ï Exciting News for the  
Summer of 2012 ! 

        Laurie Ready 

High school students may have the choice of two mission 

trips next summer. 
 

The first will be to Cancun, Mexico, from June 2nd to the 8th with Back2Back Minis-

tries.  Some of these dates are possible snow dates on the school calendars but we will 

get permission to miss these days if needed.  This trip will offer the opportunity to serve 

in childrensô homes working with the children and improving their facilities and 

grounds.  The cost will be about $1100.  There will be room for one more adult plus 5 to 

10 students currently in 10th through 12th grade.  I am still waiting to see if we have 

been selected. 

 

The second trip will be to Baltimore, Maryland, with Young Neighbors in Action 

July 8th to the 14th.  We will have the opportunity to serve in the city of Baltimore, take 

a day trip to Washington D.C., and work with CRS, Catholic Relief Services.  The cost 

of this trip will be about $800, as we plan to fly and then rent vehicles in Baltimore.  We 

will be joined by St. Anthonyôs for this trip.  There will be room for one more adult and 

10 current 10th through 12th grade students. 

 If you would like the opportunity for a life-changing experience, call, email, or text 

Laurie expressing your interest in one of these trips.  Applications will be available in 

the youth office.  If you are selected for the trip, a $100 deposit will be required to hold 

your spot. 

 On a personal note, each time I go on a mission trip I think, ñThis one canôt be as 

good as the last,ò and I am proven to be wrong every time.  Each one brings a different 

experience and a unique group of people.  It makes a lasting impression on everyone 

who participates. 

 

Christmas Gift Idea!  
 Are you looking for a great gift idea for your child, grandchild, niece, or nephew?  

Do you have the desire to give something that will last a lifetime?  How about giving 

money to someone toward a mission trip experience?  I guarantee the memory of this 

gift will last much longer than a new pair of jeans, the latest electronic device, or a got-

to-have-it item on their wish list.  You can make a donation to the program or directly to 

a student through the Resurrection Youth Ministry Office.  Call Laurie to donate. 

 

Pictures below are from the week-long summer mission trips since 2007. 

 

Catholic Heart WorkCamp 2007      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Young Neighbors in Action 2009   
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Back2Back Ministries 2008 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Young Neighbors in 

Action 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back2Back Ministries 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

Partner Parish St. Ignatius 2011 
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K E E P I N G  A D V E N T  &  C H R I S T M A S   

2 0 1 1 - 2 0 1 2  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday  Friday  Saturday 

November      27 
ADVENT I 

Bless your Advent wreath, and 

light one purple candle.   

 

Is 63:16b -17,19b; 64:2 -7; 
1 Cor 1:3 -9; Mk 13:33 -37 

28     7 AM Mass 

Say a prayer for world 
peace. 

 
 

Is 4:2-6; Mt 8: 5 -11 

29    7 AM Mass followed  

    by Eucharistic Adoration  
 

 

 

Plan to spend even a short 

time each week before the 

Blessed Sacrament. 
 

 

Rom 10:9 -18; Mt 4:18 -22 

30    7 AM Mass 

 

Have a family  conver-
sation about  the true 

meaning of Christmas. 
 

December      

1    7 & 8:45 AM Masses  
 

Plan a family weekend event 

to help the poor in our city. 

 

 

 

 

 

Is 26:1-6; Mt 7:21, 24 -27 

2     7 AM Mass                                                                                                                                       
  

Offer encouragement to 

someone having a difficult 

day today. 

 
Is 29:17-24; Mt 9:27 -31 

3 
Make a list of the ways 
that God has lovingly 

cared for you. 
Is 30:19-21, 23-26;  

Mt 9:35-10:1, 5a, 6-8 

4         ADVENT II 
Light two purple candles and 

read Phil 1:3-11.  What do you 

value most in your life? 

 

Is 40:1-5,9-11; 2 Pt 3:8 -14;  
Mk 1:1-8 

5      7 AM Mass  

 

During dinner, talk about 

family Christmas traditions. 

 
 

 

Is 35:1-10; Lk 5:17 -26 

6      7 AM Mass followed  

    by Eucharistic Adoration  
 

 

 

6:30 PM  

Come to Communal  

Reconciliation tonight! 
 

 

Is 40:1-11; Mt 18:12 -14 

7         7 AM Mass 

 
 VIGIL OF THE IMMACULATE  

CONCEPTION - 5:30 PM Mass 
 
 

Is 40:25-31; Mt 11:28 -30 

8  SOLEMNITY  OF THE  

IMMACULATE  CONCEPTION 
 

Masses:  7:00 AM 
                 8:45 AM 

                 5:30 PM 
 

 

Gen 3:9-15,20;  
Eph 1:3 -6,11-12; Lk 1:26 -38 

9      7 AM Mass                                                                                                                                       
  

Discuss with your children 

the true meaning of giving. 

 

 
Is 48:17-19; Mt 11:16 -19 

10   
Make Christmas cook-

ies as a family and 
share some with a 

neighbor. 
Sir 48:1 -4,9-11;  
Mt 17:9a,10-13 

11       ADVENT III 
Light two purple candles and 

one pink candle on your 

 Advent wreath. 

 

Is 61:1-2a,10-11;  
1 Th 5:16-24; Jn 1:6 -8,19-28 

12     7 AM Mass  

 

Pray for those who have sent 

Christmas cards to you. 

 

 

 
 

Rev 11:19a; 12:1 -6a, 10ab; 

Lk 1:39 -47 

13  7 AM Mass followed  

    by Eucharistic Adoration  
 

 

 

Set aside time to pray before 

the Blessed Sacrament  

today. 
 

Zeph 3:1 -2,9-13;  

Mt 21:28-32 

14     7 AM Mass 

 

During dinner time, ask  

everyone to share his/her 

favorite Christmas memory. 
 

Is 45:6c -8,18,21c-25; 

Lk 7:18b -23 

15  7 & 8:45 AM Masses  
  

Pray for people around the 

world and here in Dubuque 

who are cold and hungry 

tonight. 

 

Is 54:1-10; Lk 7:24 -30 

16    7 AM Mass                                                                                                                                       
  

Is there anyone you need to 

forgive or from whom you 

need forgiveness? 

 
Is 56:1-3a,6-8; Jn 5:33 -36 

17 
Make some hot choco-
late and popcorn and 

watch a movie to-
gether. 

 
Gen 49:2,8-10; Mt 1:1 -17 

18       ADVENT IV 
Say a prayer of thanks today  

for all the blessings you have 

been given. 

 

2 Sm 7:1-5,8b-12,14a,16;  
Rm 16:25-27; Lk 1:26 -38 

19      7 AM Mass  

 Pray for those awaiting the 

birth of a child and all those 

longing for one. 
 

 

Jdg 13:2 -7,24-25a;  

Lk 1:5 -25 

20  7 AM Mass followed  

    by Eucharistic Adoration  
 

 

 

Find time for private prayer 

today. 

 
 

 

Is 7:10-14; Lk 1:26 -38 

21     7 AM Mass 

 

Think about what you can do 

to share the gift of Jesus with 

others. 

Sg 2:8-14 or Zeph 3:14 -18a; 

Lk 1:39 -45 

22   7 & 8:45 AM Masses  
  

Pray the rosary together for 

peace in the world. 

 

 

1 Sam 1:24-28; Lk 1:46 -56 

23     7 AM Mass 
 Invite someone who may be 

lonely to share a meal with 

you. 

 

Mal 3:1-14,23-24;  

Lk 1:57 -66 

24  VIGIL  OF CHRISTMAS  
 

 
Masses:  4:00 PM 
                 4:15 PM (GYM) 

                 7:00 PM 

               10:00 PM 

25  SOLEMNITY   OF                     

            CHRISTMAS  
 
 
Masses:  8:00 AM 
              10:00 AM  

           

 

26     8 AM Mass  

 What are you going to do  in 

the coming year to be more 

like Jesus? 
 

Acts 6:8 -10; 7:54-59;  

Mt 10:17-22 

27     8 AM Mass  

 Spend some quality time 

with your family today. 
 

 

 

 

 

1 Jn 1:1 -4; Jn 20:1a,2 -8 

28     8 AM Mass  

 Try to be still and listen to 

God today. 

 

 
 

1 Jn 1:5ð2:2; Mt 2:13 -18 

29     8 AM Mass  

Thank your Mom for all that 

she does for you.  Do some-

thing nice for her today.  

 
 

1 Jn 2:3 -11; Lk 2:22 -35 

30      8 AM Mass  

 What made Christmas 

memorable this year? 

 
 

Gen 15:1-6; 21:1-3;  

Lk 2:22 -40 

31   
 What are you doing in the 

coming year to be more like 

Jesus? 
 

Acts 6:8 -10; 7:54-59;  

Mt 10:17-22 

January  

1   MARY, MOTHER  

                   OF GOD 
 

 

 

Nm 6:22-27; Gal 4:4 -7;  

Lk 2:16 -21 

2      7 AM Mass 
 

 

 Make a resolution to do one 

thing which will help you 

grow in your spiritual life this 

year. 

 

3            7 AM Mass 
 

 

 Encourage someone today! 

 

 
 

1 Jn 2:29ð3:6; Jn 1:29 -34 

4        7 AM Mass 
 

 

 Make a list of the things for 

which you are thankful. 

 
 

1 Jn 3:7 -10; Jn 1:35 -42 

5   7 & 8:45 AM Masses  
 

 

 Surf the internet and find 

out information about the 

Feast of the Epiphany. 
 

1 Jn 3:11 -21; Jn 1:43 -51 

6      7 AM Mass 
 

 

 Pray for a deepening of 

your faith. 

 
 

1 Jn 5:5 -13; Mk 1:7 -11 

7   
 

 

 Visit someone who is in 

need of comfort today. 

 
 

1 Jn 5:14 -21; Jn 2:1 -11 

       8  EPHIPHANY OF THE LORD 
 

What gifts do you bring to  

Jesus? 
 

Is 60:1-6; Eph 3:2 -3a,5-6; 

Mt 2:1-12 

 

 

 

 

 4300 Asbury Rd, Dubuque, Iowa 52002 

(563) 556-7511 

www.res-dbq.org 

 

Weekend Mass Schedule  

Saturday Vigil:  4:00 pm, 6:00 pm 

Sunday: 7:00 am, 9:00 am, 11:00 am 

Opportunities for Sacramental Reconciliation:  

Anytime by appointment (556-7511) 

Every Saturday, 5:15-5:45 pm 

 

Communal Reconciliation Service  

Tuesday, December 6, at 6:30 pm 
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K E E P I N G  A D V E N T  &  C H R I S T M A S   

2 0 1 1 - 2 0 1 2  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday  Friday  Saturday 

November      27 
ADVENT I 

Bless your Advent wreath, and 

light one purple candle.   

 

Is 63:16b -17,19b; 64:2 -7; 
1 Cor 1:3 -9; Mk 13:33 -37 

28     7 AM Mass 

Say a prayer for world 
peace. 

 
 

Is 4:2-6; Mt 8: 5 -11 

29    7 AM Mass followed  

    by Eucharistic Adoration  
 

 

 

Plan to spend even a short 

time each week before the 

Blessed Sacrament. 
 

 

Rom 10:9 -18; Mt 4:18 -22 

30    7 AM Mass 

 

Have a family  conver-
sation about  the true 

meaning of Christmas. 
 

December      

1    7 & 8:45 AM Masses  
 

Plan a family weekend event 

to help the poor in our city. 

 

 

 

 

 

Is 26:1-6; Mt 7:21, 24 -27 

2     7 AM Mass                                                                                                                                       
  

Offer encouragement to 

someone having a difficult 

day today. 

 
Is 29:17-24; Mt 9:27 -31 

3 
Make a list of the ways 
that God has lovingly 

cared for you. 
Is 30:19-21, 23-26;  

Mt 9:35-10:1, 5a, 6-8 

4         ADVENT II 
Light two purple candles and 

read Phil 1:3-11.  What do you 

value most in your life? 

 

Is 40:1-5,9-11; 2 Pt 3:8 -14;  
Mk 1:1-8 

5      7 AM Mass  

 

During dinner, talk about 

family Christmas traditions. 

 
 

 

Is 35:1-10; Lk 5:17 -26 

6      7 AM Mass followed  

    by Eucharistic Adoration  
 

 

 

6:30 PM  

Come to Communal  

Reconciliation tonight! 
 

 

Is 40:1-11; Mt 18:12 -14 

7         7 AM Mass 

 
 VIGIL OF THE IMMACULATE  

CONCEPTION - 5:30 PM Mass 
 
 

Is 40:25-31; Mt 11:28 -30 

8  SOLEMNITY  OF THE  

IMMACULATE  CONCEPTION 
 

Masses:  7:00 AM 
                 8:45 AM 

                 5:30 PM 
 

 

Gen 3:9-15,20;  
Eph 1:3 -6,11-12; Lk 1:26 -38 

9      7 AM Mass                                                                                                                                       
  

Discuss with your children 

the true meaning of giving. 

 

 
Is 48:17-19; Mt 11:16 -19 

10   
Make Christmas cook-

ies as a family and 
share some with a 

neighbor. 
Sir 48:1 -4,9-11;  
Mt 17:9a,10-13 

11       ADVENT III 
Light two purple candles and 

one pink candle on your 

 Advent wreath. 

 

Is 61:1-2a,10-11;  
1 Th 5:16-24; Jn 1:6 -8,19-28 

12     7 AM Mass  

 

Pray for those who have sent 

Christmas cards to you. 

 

 

 
 

Rev 11:19a; 12:1 -6a, 10ab; 

Lk 1:39 -47 

13  7 AM Mass followed  

    by Eucharistic Adoration  
 

 

 

Set aside time to pray before 

the Blessed Sacrament  

today. 
 

Zeph 3:1 -2,9-13;  

Mt 21:28-32 

14     7 AM Mass 

 

During dinner time, ask  

everyone to share his/her 

favorite Christmas memory. 
 

Is 45:6c -8,18,21c-25; 

Lk 7:18b -23 

15  7 & 8:45 AM Masses  
  

Pray for people around the 

world and here in Dubuque 

who are cold and hungry 

tonight. 

 

Is 54:1-10; Lk 7:24 -30 

16    7 AM Mass                                                                                                                                       
  

Is there anyone you need to 

forgive or from whom you 

need forgiveness? 

 
Is 56:1-3a,6-8; Jn 5:33 -36 

17 
Make some hot choco-
late and popcorn and 

watch a movie to-
gether. 

 
Gen 49:2,8-10; Mt 1:1 -17 

18       ADVENT IV 
Say a prayer of thanks today  

for all the blessings you have 

been given. 

 

2 Sm 7:1-5,8b-12,14a,16;  
Rm 16:25-27; Lk 1:26 -38 

19      7 AM Mass  

 Pray for those awaiting the 

birth of a child and all those 

longing for one. 
 

 

Jdg 13:2 -7,24-25a;  

Lk 1:5 -25 

20  7 AM Mass followed  

    by Eucharistic Adoration  
 

 

 

Find time for private prayer 

today. 

 
 

 

Is 7:10-14; Lk 1:26 -38 

21     7 AM Mass 

 

Think about what you can do 

to share the gift of Jesus with 

others. 

Sg 2:8-14 or Zeph 3:14 -18a; 

Lk 1:39 -45 

22   7 & 8:45 AM Masses  
  

Pray the rosary together for 

peace in the world. 

 

 

1 Sam 1:24-28; Lk 1:46 -56 

23     7 AM Mass 
 Invite someone who may be 

lonely to share a meal with 

you. 

 

Mal 3:1-14,23-24;  

Lk 1:57 -66 

24  VIGIL  OF CHRISTMAS  
 

 
Masses:  4:00 PM 
                 4:15 PM (GYM) 

                 7:00 PM 

               10:00 PM 

25  SOLEMNITY   OF                     

            CHRISTMAS  
 
 
Masses:  8:00 AM 
              10:00 AM  

           

 

26     8 AM Mass  

 What are you going to do  in 

the coming year to be more 

like Jesus? 
 

Acts 6:8 -10; 7:54-59;  

Mt 10:17-22 

27     8 AM Mass  

 Spend some quality time 

with your family today. 
 

 

 

 

 

1 Jn 1:1 -4; Jn 20:1a,2 -8 

28     8 AM Mass  

 Try to be still and listen to 

God today. 

 

 
 

1 Jn 1:5ð2:2; Mt 2:13 -18 

29     8 AM Mass  

Thank your Mom for all that 

she does for you.  Do some-

thing nice for her today.  

 
 

1 Jn 2:3 -11; Lk 2:22 -35 

30      8 AM Mass  

 What made Christmas 

memorable this year? 

 
 

Gen 15:1-6; 21:1-3;  

Lk 2:22 -40 

31   
 What are you doing in the 

coming year to be more like 

Jesus? 
 

Acts 6:8 -10; 7:54-59;  

Mt 10:17-22 

January  

1   MARY, MOTHER  

                   OF GOD 
 

 

 

Nm 6:22-27; Gal 4:4 -7;  

Lk 2:16 -21 

2      7 AM Mass 
 

 

 Make a resolution to do one 

thing which will help you 

grow in your spiritual life this 

year. 

 

3            7 AM Mass 
 

 

 Encourage someone today! 

 

 
 

1 Jn 2:29ð3:6; Jn 1:29 -34 

4        7 AM Mass 
 

 

 Make a list of the things for 

which you are thankful. 

 
 

1 Jn 3:7 -10; Jn 1:35 -42 

5   7 & 8:45 AM Masses  
 

 

 Surf the internet and find 

out information about the 

Feast of the Epiphany. 
 

1 Jn 3:11 -21; Jn 1:43 -51 

6      7 AM Mass 
 

 

 Pray for a deepening of 

your faith. 

 
 

1 Jn 5:5 -13; Mk 1:7 -11 

7   
 

 

 Visit someone who is in 

need of comfort today. 

 
 

1 Jn 5:14 -21; Jn 2:1 -11 

       8  EPHIPHANY OF THE LORD 
 

What gifts do you bring to  

Jesus? 
 

Is 60:1-6; Eph 3:2 -3a,5-6; 

Mt 2:1-12 

 

 

 

 

 4300 Asbury Rd, Dubuque, Iowa 52002 

(563) 556-7511 

www.res-dbq.org 

 

Weekend Mass Schedule  

Saturday Vigil:  4:00 pm, 6:00 pm 

Sunday: 7:00 am, 9:00 am, 11:00 am 

Opportunities for Sacramental Reconciliation:  

Anytime by appointment (556-7511) 

Every Saturday, 5:15-5:45 pm 

 

Communal Reconciliation Service  

Tuesday, December 6, at 6:30 pm 
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[Blockers cont. from p. 5] 

to and attentive to the personal needs of the students, that the younger 

children actually thought she was the principal (who was often visiting 

classrooms, and thus not in the office as Joan was).  Joan knew all the 

children and their families by name, and she treated each child with dig-

nity.  Joan viewed her work as a ministry rather than a ñjob,ò and she al-

ways went ñthe extra mileò to see that things were done well and on time,  

even taking some work home to complete at night on her own time.   
 

 In her retirement, Joan has remained a faithful steward of her time 

and talent, serving as a Greeter for liturgies, volunteering to help with 

secretarial work and mailings for the parish, donating food for parish fu-

neral dinners, and helping with special parish events.  She is also part of  

a team of money counters of the Sunday collections.  She has organized   

photos and information for the archives of the parish.  She would be the 

first to respond to any need with which she could help.  
 

 Most important, however, is her witness to faith.  Regular in her 

attendance at Mass and in prayer, she has insured the passage of her faith 

to her daughters, and now to her grandchildren.  She was an excellent 

mother, always involved with her childrenôs activities, and dedicated to 

insuring their solidity as a family unit. 
 

 Although personally unassuming, Joan Blocker is visible within 

Resurrection parish as a revered woman of trust in God and fidelity to her 

faith and her parish.  She is clearly an excellent support to her husband in 

his many involvements in the parish, and she stands among us as a true 

model for the vocations of wife, mother, and grandmother, an example 

much-needed in todayôs culture.  She blesses our parish as a true Chris-

tian woman. 

OTHER RECIPIENTS  
 

 The Blockers join other recipients of the Benemerenti medal 

awarded over the years throughout the world.  The medal was first 

awarded by Pope Pius VI (1775-1799) to recognize military merit.  In 

1925, Pius XI began awarding this medal as a mark of recognition to both 

laity and clergy who had given meritorious and long service to the 

Church. 
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 Perhaps the most famous of the recipients over the years was 

Maria Augusta Von Trapp, who received the medal in 1949 from Pope 

Pius XII in recognition for the Trapp Family Austrian Relief Program, 

which aided  post-war economically depressed Austrians. 
 

THE AWARD  

TRANSLATION  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Although only one is pictured here, Virgil and Joan each received an 

award in his/her own name, and each received a medal, together with the 

small pin, all treasures to mark their years of dedicated service. 
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WHAT DOES ADVENT HAVE TO DO WITH  

THE NEW ROMAN MISSAL? 
Francine Quillin, PBVM 

 

 These November weekends before Mass we are being introduced 

to some facets of the New Roman Missal.  Why?  And why now? 

 

 The Feast of Christ the King on November 20 marks the end of 

the current Liturgical Year.  It is an important feast, marking the fact that 

Christ has died and risen for our salvation, and that he now reigns in 

heaven, the end of his earthly journey. 

 

 Advent begins the cycle of his life all over, starting with the 

preparations of the Old Testament for the Messiah, and ultimately of 

Mary and Joseph for the birth of Jesus.  Did you know that during Sun-

days of the year the Gospels contain all the major doctrines of the 

Church?  Unfortunately, we too often do not even realize that we are be-

ing instructed each Sunday in the major beliefs of our faith simply by lis-

tening to the Gospels proclaimed.  This is also how the people in the 

early Church learned their faith, by listening to the apostles as they taught 

about Jesus. 

 

 So it is most appropriate that the Church decided to have the 

changes in the Roman Missal begin on the first Sunday of Advent, the 

time of Preparation.  Mary and Joseph made a difficult and cumbersome 

trip on the donkey to get to Bethlehem.  The road was hilly and rough, 

and a donkey is certainly not as smooth a ride as a Cadillac Seville would 

provide! 

 

 But they did not concentrate on the diffi-

culties.  Instead, they focused on the goal, reach-

ing a place in which to give birth to our Savior.  

Arriving in Bethlehem, however, they found that 

all the rooms had been taken.  Finally a kind Inn 

Keeper offered them his stable, and so, sur-

rounded by hay and animals, the Son of God was 

born.  No family birthing suites!  Not everything 

in life is comfortable or easy.  But for Mary, the 

privacy and just having a place to rest made it all worthwhile. 

 

 So it is for us as we prepare to engage in changes of some of the 

prayers with which we have grown comfortable.  It may seem a bit rocky 

as we stumble around new words and unfamiliar phrases.  It may be a 

steep learning curve to adjust to new Mass music. 
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 But we have to focus on the goal, on the fact that sometimes we 

are refreshed and more attentive when we have to ñpay attention.ò  Per-

haps we get too comfortable with what we have always known, and, in 

general, nobody likes change anyway.  But learning new phrases will 

cause us to stop and think, to be more aware, to stop taking for granted  

the prayers of the Liturgy, and thus to gain new insights by thinking more 

about the words we can too often pray without thought. 

 

 Before the Second Vatican Council, every Mass in the world was 

celebrated using Latin.  No matter where one traveled, there was no 

variation.  However, some of the translations into vernacular languages, 

of necessity done hurriedly after Vatican II, were not as accurate or as 

meaning-filled as they could have been.  And, among English speaking 

countries, the translations of some phrases or words varied.  The Church 

has made the changes in order to have our language more closely align 

with the Latin texts.  Now the prayers are as close to being identical in 

the vernacular as is possible. 

 

 So, if, like Mary, we can focus on the goal, the minor difficulties 

of the journey will become worthwhile!  Before we know it, we will have 

arrived at a place which is again comfortable, and, chances are, we will 

have forgotten the hilly road and steep learning curves. 

 

 For you who are still young, it may help you to know that many 

of us grew up saying ñAnd with your spirit,ò (one ñnewò response) ex-

cept that we used Latin:  ñEt cum spiritu tuo!ò  We survived all the 

changes of Vatican II, and we will all ñsurviveò again! 

 

 Advent is preparation time.  As we move forward in the spirit of 

Mary and Joseph, may we, too, grow in accepting the small inconven-

iences of these recent changes, and may we remember that Jesus comes 

to us unchanged in the gift of Eucharist.  Letôs focus on the great love of 

that miracle, and pray fervently the words which accompany it!  
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WELCOME  
to our  

NEW PARISHIONERS 
 

RELATIVES OF PARISHIONERS  
 

Robert and Carrie (Salazar) Byrne and their two children, Nicholas (9) and new born, 
Amber.  Robert is the son of Bob and Judy Byrne.  Robert and Carrie grew up in Cali-
fornia and have now settled in Dubuque. 
 

Todd and Meg (Noonan) Gilligan, are relocating to Resurrection from Nativity Parish.  
Meg is the sister of Tim (Sara) Noonan.  She and Todd have three children: Jack (7), 
Molly (6), and Annie (2). 
 

Don and Diane (Lewis) Langenberg, recently re-
tired, relocated to Dubuque from Iowa City.  They are 
the parents of Mat (Michelle) Langenberg. 
 

Brandon and Meghan (Brown) Monroe moved 
back to Dubuque from Milwaukee.  Meghan is the 
daughter of Wayne and Michelle Brown.  Brandon 
and Meghan have just had their first child. 
 

Joe and Jill (Hanson) Nechkash (pronounced: 
Nesh-cash) and their two children, Blake (3) and 
new born, Braelyn, recently moved to Dubuque from 
Madison WI.  Jill grew up in Dubuque and is the 
daughter of Diane Hanson.  Joe was raised in Avoca WI. 
 

Jean (Davis) Runde, who grew up in Dubuque, recently moved into the Res neighbor-
hood.  Jean has one daughter and five sons, one of whom is Bill (Mary) Runde. 
 

Erik and Jaclyn 
(Haverland) Rupp and 
their three daughters, 
Madeline (5), Ava (3), and 
Alexandria (2) have relo-
cated to Resurrection from 
the North End.  Erikõs par-
ents are Rick and Trish 
Rupp.   
 
 

FROM 
ACROSS THE 
CITY 
 

Tom and Lisa (Moriarty) Brimeyer, native Dubuquers, have three children: Paige (19), 
Austin (18), and Morgan (16). 
 
Dennis and Robin (Coyle) Downey are relocating to Resurrection Parish from St. Mary 

James & Danielle Friedman and family 

Jean Runde 


